Perspectives on legislation relating to the rights and protection of people with dementia in Europe.
This article focuses on the main legal provisions in Europe relating to the protection and rights of people with dementia. The information referred to was obtained in the framework of two EC funded projects, which involved the collection, translation and comparison of relevant legislation, and then the writing of legal recommendations to improve the legal rights and protection of people with dementia. The first project started in 1997 and was completed in 1999. The second project started in 1999 and was completed in November 2000. The article provides an overview of the main features of some of the laws in Europe on a few key issues, i.e. guardianship, coercive measures and bioethical issues. Some of the main differences between the systems in different countries are highlighted. An attempt is made to show how the adequacy and appropriateness of legal provisions differ vastly from one country to the next and also to identify the emergence of a few trends, which seem to reflect a movement towards a greater awareness of the nature of mental incapacity and hence a better provision for the rights and protection of people with dementia.